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Center 
Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

This is an excellent idea. We have been advocating for several years that there needs 
to be a program for children born with fetal alcohol syndrome. They truly fall into a gap 
group, and have often failed to qualify either for DD services or mental health services. 
The current approach in the state is focused mostly on educating women about the 
dangers of consuming alcohol while pregnant. While laudable, this is highly insufficient 
and ineffective. These people need services. There has been much discussion in the 
past few sessions about the provision of services but these discussions have been 
somewhat ad hoc. A Task Force would formalize this and lead to a Report with concrete 
proposals and that is exactly what we need. 
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Comments:  

February 1, 2020 

To: Representative John M. Mizuno, Chair 

And Members of the House Committee on Health 

Date & Time of Hearing: February 4, 2020, 8:30 am, Room 329 

  

Testimony in Support of HB2047: Establishes a task Force for Home and 
Community-Based Care 

to Benefit Persons with FASD 

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) is a public health concern with signficant 
social, personal and economic empacts that are preventable. However, individuals with 
FASD are ignored by public policy and do not get necessary services.  FASDs are 
permanent brain-based disorders that affect many individuals who were exposed to 
alcohol during pregnancy. Brain impairment of FASD varies from individual to individual 
and often goes undiagnosed and misdiagnosed. When families are faced with few, if 
any, services for their adult children. We know that individuals with FASD function best 
with supervision and structure and can lead productive and meaningful lives. But they 
and their families need help. 

A task force is necessary to provide the foundation of officially defining the concerns, 
needs, and services that are necessary. Please help individuals with FASD gain the 
right to a higher quality of life. 

  

Mahalo for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 



Lisa Garcia, PSYD CCTP 

 



January 31, 2020 

To:   Representative John M. Mizuno, Chair 
 And Members of the House Committee on Health 
Date & Time of Hearing:  February 4, 2020, 8:30 am, Room 329 
 

Testimony in Support of HB2047: Establishes a task Force for Home and Community-Based Care 
 to Benefit Persons with FASD 

  

I am writing on behalf of myself and individuals, parents and families that I serve who seek services for 

their adult children with a Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD). FASDs are permanent brain-based 

disorders that affect many individuals who were exposed to alcohol during pregnancy.  Brain 

impairment of FASD varies from individual to individual and often goes undiagnosed and misdiagnosed. 

When families are faced with few, if any, services for their adult children. We know that individuals with 

FASD function best with supervision and structure and can lead productive and meaningful lives. But 

they and their families need help. 

 

A task force to define the needs, gaps in service, and ways of addressing these gaps would begin the 

process of creating services.  A comprehensive study in the U.S. (Streissguth, A., et al., 2004) noted that 

most (~75%) of adults with FAS/FAE had IQs within the normal range. It found that in spite of this 

finding, ~60% of adults with FAS encountered the criminal justice system; ~60% had disrupted school 

experiences, and ~50% had Alcohol/Drug problems. With help, we can make a difference to those 

affected by FASD, families, and community. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Ann S. Yabusaki, Ph.D., MFT 
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Comments:  

I am writing on behalf of myself and the nonprofit agencies I support as a volunteer or 
on their Board of Directors:   Lanakila Pacific and Family Programs Hawaii with a 
mission to provide meaningful lives to people with disabilities through workforce 
development and family strengthening services.   

I strongly support HB 2047: Establishes a task force for home and community-based 
care to benefit persons with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD).  For far to long, 
people who suffer with FASD including our youth, families, schools and community have 
been overlooked and marginalized or misdiagnosed.  It is my hope that HB2047 will 
pass Hawaii's Legislature to form this task force to define the needs, lack of service and 
methods to support the FASD population to live meaningful lives.   

Your consideration is appreciated.  

Sincerely  

Cleota G. Brown 
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Comments:  

January 31, 2020 

To:          Representative John M. Mizuno, Chair 

                And Members of the House Committee on Health 

Date & Time of Hearing:  February 4, 2020, 8:30 am, Room 329 

  

Testimony in Support of HB2047: Establishes a task Force for Home and 
Community-Based Care 

 to Benefit Persons with FASD 

                

I am writing on behalf of myself and individuals, parents and families that I serve who 
seek services for their adult children with a Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD). 
FASDs are permanent brain-based disorders that affect many individuals who were 
exposed to alcohol during pregnancy.  Brain impairment of FASD varies from individual 
to individual and often goes undiagnosed and misdiagnosed. When families are faced 
with few, if any, services for their adult children. We know that individuals with FASD 
function best with supervision and structure and can lead productive and meaningful 
lives. But they and their families need help. 

  

A task force to define the needs, gaps in service, and ways of addressing these gaps 
would begin the process of creating services.  A comprehensive study in the U.S. 
(Streissguth, A., et al., 2004) noted that most (~75%) of adults with FAS/FAE had IQs 
within the normal range. It found that in spite of this finding, ~60% of adults with FAS 
encountered the criminal justice system; ~60% had disrupted school experiences, and 
~50% had Alcohol/Drug problems. With help, we can make a difference to those 
affected by FASD, families, and community. 



  

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Rachel Savereux, MSW 
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4) Recommendaitons for any necessary legislation  1 

 2 

DOH appreciates the intent of a FASD Task Force. The issues faced by individuals, 3 

families and systems impacted by FASD are complex and often poorly understood. Finding 4 

solutions in communities requires a range of solutions and participation of many stakeholders. 5 

The approach to finding sustainable solutions is just as important as the solutions themselves.  6 

The range of problems faced by people with FASD include many associated psychiatric 7 

comorbidities in addition to intellectual disabilities across the lifespan including ADHD, affect 8 

regulation, conduct disorders, PTSD, and attachment disorders. These comorbidities require 9 

diagnostic and treatment services, and in most states mental health interventions are the primary 10 

intervention modality. As well, people with FASD encounter difficulties in multiple systems 11 

including human service, primary care, health care, educational and courts/corrections.   12 

A foundational step in ensuring access to  services is stakeholder agreed upon diagnostic 13 

categories and public health strategy for identifying the population and subpopulation to be 14 

served.  Most successful national programs emphasize prevention of drinking during pregnancy 15 

as the foremost strategy for preventing incidence of FASD. A trauma-informed approach across 16 

systems is particularly important given that the symptoms of FASD may predispose clients to 17 

higher rates of victimization and trauma than the general population.  18 

What may strengthen the charge of a task force is a charge to build a comprehensive solution 19 

though a community-wide intiative and strategic planning. Ideally, a FASD strategic plan for 20 

Hawaii would encompass needs assessment, prevention, health promotion, and interventions 21 

sensitive to the lifespan and specific transition periods. Implementation of prevention, early 22 

detection and intervention will require a community-wide, coordinated effort. HB 2047 as 23 

written emphasizes that the proposed task force look at an array of Medicaid home and 24 

community based services that may or may not be needed by the population of people with 25 

FASD. Those with more severe functional limitations that meet eligibility for the Developmental 26 

Disabilities Division are already served under this program.  27 
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4) Recommendaitons for any necessary legislation  1 
 2 

DOH appreciates the intent of a FASD Task Force. The issues faced by individuals, 3 

families and systems impacted by FASD are complex and often poorly understood. Finding 4 

solutions in communities requires a range of solutions and participation of many stakeholders. 5 

The approach to finding sustainable solutions is just as important as the solutions themselves.  6 

The range of problems faced by people with FASD include many associated psychiatric 7 

comorbidities in addition to intellectual disabilities across the lifespan including ADHD, affect 8 

regulation, conduct disorders, PTSD, and attachment disorders. These comorbidities require 9 

diagnostic and treatment services, and in most states mental health interventions are the primary 10 

intervention modality. As well, people with FASD encounter difficulties in multiple systems 11 

including human service, primary care, health care, educational and courts/corrections.   12 

A foundational step in ensuring access to  services is stakeholder agreed upon diagnostic 13 

categories and public health strategy for identifying the population and subpopulation to be 14 

served.  Most successful national programs emphasize prevention of drinking during pregnancy 15 

as the foremost strategy for preventing incidence of FASD. A trauma-informed approach across 16 

systems is particularly important given that the symptoms of FASD may predispose clients to 17 

higher rates of victimization and trauma than the general population.  18 

What may strengthen the charge of a task force is a charge to build a comprehensive solution 19 

though a community-wide intiative and strategic planning. Ideally, a FASD strategic plan for 20 

Hawaii would encompass needs assessment, prevention, health promotion, and interventions 21 

sensitive to the lifespan and specific transition periods. Implementation of prevention, early 22 

detection and intervention will require a community-wide, coordinated effort. HB 2047 as 23 

written emphasizes that the proposed task force look at an array of Medicaid home and 24 

community based services that may or may not be needed by the population of people with 25 

FASD. Those with more severe functional limitations that meet eligibility for the Developmental 26 

Disabilities Division are already served under this program.  27 
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Comments:  





I support of amends with that will enhance the performance of the intent 

of this bill.  Passage of this bill provides a special opportunity to remind and 

educate providers of care, systems of care, families, and communities in Hawaii 

about Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders  and the special needs of those affected 

and their families and the impact on communities. This measure will help to 

dispel FASDs as invisible disorders. Thank you for reading this testimony.   

 
Mahalo,  
 
 
  

 
Ken Farm  
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February 3, 2020 
 
TO:   The Honorable Representative John M. Mizuno, Chair 
   House Committee on Health 
     
FROM:  Pankaj Bhanot, Director 
 
SUBJECT: HB 2047 – RELATING TO HEALTH 
 
   Hearing: February 4, 2020, 8:30 a.m. 
     Conference Room 329, State Capitol 
 

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  The Department of Human Services (DHS) appreciates the 

intent of the bill and offers comments. 

PURPOSE:  The purpose of this bill is to establish a task force to identify therapies and 

Home- and Community-Based Services (HCBS) that may benefit persons having Fetal Alcohol 

Spectrum Disorders (FASD), including therapies and treatments that may benefit them as 

adults. 

DHS appreciates the intent of this legislation.  Individuals with FASD and their families 

face significant and complex challenges that they often must shoulder alone.  DHS believes a 

task force is an appropriate way to study and make recommendations on ways to improve the 

system and continuum of care for individuals with FASD and their families.  DHS looks forward 

to participating in the task force.  

DHS supports the suggestion of the Department of Health (DOH) to broaden the task 

force’s charge to include a FASD Strategic Plan.  DHS agrees with DOH that the FASD community 

would be best served by a broader evaluation of their needs rather than a narrow focus on 

HCBS which may already be covered by many individuals in need under the Medicaid 1915(c) 

waiver.  Individuals with FASD and their families may also benefit from other services and 



 
 

2 
 

initiatives, such as needs assessment, prevention, health promotion, and other interventions, 

that could be studied and evaluated by the task force. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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Comments:  

February 3, 2020 

To: Representative John M. Mizuno, Chair and the Members of the House Committee 
on Health 

Date and Time of Hearing: February 4, 2020 at 8:30 a.m. 

  

Testimony in Support of HB2047 Establishing a Task Force for Home and 
Community-Based Care to Benefit Persons with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 

  

I would like to take this opportunity to express my support for the existing needs of 
individuals impacted by Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder to be further assessed through 
this measure. Statistics in the United States indicate higher prevalence of Fetal Alcohol 
Spectrum Disorder compared to individuals with other diagnoses such as Autism 
Spectrum Disorder. Studies and services from other states as well as overseas present 
that individuals with Fetal Alchohol Specturm Disorder benefit from structure and 
supports that cater to their unique needs, however these individuals as well as families 
are currently under identified and served in our state of Hawaii. This measure will create 
an opportunity for the gaps in services to be identified for those impacted by Fetal 
Alcohol Spectrum Disorder, for conversation to begin on how to fill those gaps. 

  

Thank you for your consideration and allowing me to express my support toward this 
measure. 

  

Sincerely, 

Eri N. Rodrigues, LSW 

e.thompson
Late
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